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gained when they are studied in correlation with other aspects
of dress, i.e., how to shop for, select, buy, and alter ready-
mades, and what is good taste in clothes.
GOOD TASTE IN DRESS IS LEARNED
Concepts of harmony in color, texture, and design can be
enjoyed by the preschool child, and expanded as he learns
and matures. Play in the preschool and kindergarten, in
which paints, crayons, colored beads, and cloth of many colors
and textures are used as mediums, serves as a foundation for
learning artistic relationships. Finger painting, drawing, mak-
ing mats woven from heavy colored yarns and cottons, and
many other activities help the children appreciate and think
in color.
One kindergarten teacher who had a deep appreciation of
the place of art in daily life introduced a study of color and
design to her group by relating it to their knowledge of cloth-
ing and their home interests. The children sought, from
papers, groups of colors they liked to see together. They then
cut out dresses for paper dolls from one color and harmonized
hair bows of another color with them. They made ties of a
plain color or of a striped design to fit on paper models of a
figured shirt which their fathers might wear.4 A beginning
such as this made in the early years might have many sequels
later. For example, dolls might be dressed with real fabrics
in the first or second school years. The dolls themselves
might 'be made from raffia, papier-mache, or cloth, and
through the three-dimensional project the children might gain
concepts of line and proportion as well as of color and design.
Nine-, ten-, and eleven-year-olds might study the combined
effect of color in their suits, shirts, ties, and socks. Samples
of shirting for blouses may be collected, the weave studied,
and color fastness tested. Study of the production of fibers
4 Alma A. Buehrraan, Experiences in tfac Appreciation of Art in Dzsss
(developed in the Blow School Kiadergarten, St Louis, Mo., 1939).